CHAPTER LVII.

Russian Governnent Telegraph—Cifegotical Artangement of Dispatehes—
Regulations for Heesiving and Sending Dispatehes—0Clussifiention and
Tariff of Charges—Regnlation of the Clocks.

RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPHS,

Tur telegraphs of Russia are all government lines and under
the minister of public buildings, ways, and commuonieations.
The lines were built by private contractors, and surrendered to
tho ment from time to time, as completed,

Thera have been no efforts to extend the telegraph nnder pri-
vate companies, nor is there any probability that such will he
the case.  To some resders many of the rules governing the
transmission of dispatches on the lines in Ruossia, and other
EI].I'IE of Burope, may be considered as too severe and arbitrary.

ractically such is not the case,  In Russia the lines are open
to individuals for their private buosiness, Commereial aﬂ'gci.m
are not restrieted. Fuoll Iiberty and protection are given to
every person in the transmission of demestie, soeial or business
digpatehes, It iz to prevent the abuse of those privileges that
the government has adopted the rules, which to the Ameriean
reader may be vegarded as too stringent,  The following, is-
sned by the minister of public buildings, ways, and cormmuni-
eations, and approved by His Majesty the Em . will

ive an idea az to the administration of the telegraphs in

ussia :

CATEGORICAL ARRANGEMENT 0OF DISFATCHES.

1st. The dispatches transmissible over the telegraph, shall he
divided into five categories, viz, :

lat. Orders from, and rveports to, His Majesty the Em-
peror,  Dispatehes to and from royal families.

2d. Government dispatches, such as from the com-
mander-in-chief, minister of forelzn affairs, military
governor-generals, governor-generals, military and
civil governors, military commanders, and reports to
the government. :

3d. Dispatches of the adinindstration of the telegraphs.

4th, Dispatehes of the minister of publie buildings,
ways, and mmmuniirc??rtinﬂs.
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dth. Private dispatches, without regard to vank or con-
dition. (The private dispatehes of publie functionaries
belong {0 this class,)

REGULATIONS FOR RECEIVING AND SENDING DISPJL:TGI{E&

2d. The reception and sending of disputches take place in
the order of their presentation, exeept in cases under the first
class before mentioned.

3. Dispatehes can only be received at the telegraph station,
and in the :E:hnent devoted to that purpose, except imperial
messages, which are to bo received at any of the palaces of His
Majesty the Emperor.

4th, Under no cireumstances can any one enter the operating
roorn, unless employed therein.

dth. Dispatches are received every day, Sondays not ex-
cepted,  CFovernment dispatehes can be received day or night.
Private dispatches are to be presented at the station between the
hours of 8 aom and 3 pooan: affer that hour the tariff is
double.  Between 8 poanoand 8 a0 dispatehes can be ve-
ceived and sent by giving notiee in advance, and the payment
of the tarifft of a dispateh.  If the dispateh is not presented, the
money is forfeited to the government,

fith, Fvery dispatch must be signed by the sender, and a de-
tailed address must bagiven, It most be written anly on one
side of the official forms, furnished at the station, that the same
may be filed, by pasting it in a book arranged [or that .
.‘Lll!iiispatches gugst bzawritten with ink. PR

7th, Dispatches of the interior are to he written in the Buns-
gian fangunage. From 2t Petersburg to Warsaw, to Helsing-
fors, Cronstadt, Dunaburg and Riga, may be written in ihe
French, (verman, or Huossian langoage.  Foreion dispatches
may be written in French, Geerman, ﬁumian, or English lan-
gupoe,  Dispatehes to and from members of the imperial
family, and government dispatehes, may be written in ciI[;\har,

rovided the cipher be composed of figures, Russian or Latin
etiers.

Sth, Dispatehes containing exchange news may eontain
ciphers, but the sender wust explain the meaning of each
cipher to the adminstration, and sicn the same, giving a
satisfactory guaraniee as to responsibility.

Oth. In nn case whatever can a political dispatch be re-
neiver],

10th. Gevernment dispatches are not within the eontrol of
the station officers of the telegraph, and they eannot be stopped.

11th, Private dispatches containing anything contrary 1o the
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taws, or ineompatible with the public goad, or containing oh-
jeotionable language, canoot be transmitted. All such dis-
patches are strictly forbidden to be sent, and it is the duty of
the officer of the station to transmit them forthwith to the min-
ister of communications,  Payment for them is to be refused.
Should it happen that the dispateh be forwarded throngh inad-
vertence, it is the duty of any other station officer to stop its
delivery, and to transmit it to the minister of communieations,
The money is to be forfeited to the government, if the dispateh
is found objectionable.  When a dispateh, as above deseribed, is
received from a foreign eountry, 1t 12 not to be delivered ; but
it must be sent to the minister of communications, and notice
of that fact roust be sent to the stations from which the dis-
patch originated.

12th. Any one aggrieved by any act of the telegraph, may
address the minister of communications,

13th. Government dispatches and messages hetween impe-
rial and voyal families are unlimited.  Private dispatches can-
not exesed 100 words, unless the line is npemployed with other
business.  Une person cannet send bt one dispateh until the
line hos sent all others offered.  Duplicate dispatehes can be
deliverad in the same town by the payment of 20 copecks (15
cents), for each duplicate delivered,  For copies sent to other
stations, full charge is to ba made.

Ldth. A sender of a dispatch may pay one fourth the tarifl of
a message, and he will be entitled fo he informed by the sta-
tion, the exaet time of the recoption of his dispateh, either af
the destination station, or atthe residence of the person to whom
the message was sent.  The priee for sending baek the message
for eollation, is one half the tarifl of 2 message.

15th. The identity of the sender can be certified to, on a dis-
pateh, by the station receiving the sarme.  In such ecases, the
sending station adds the following, viz.: @ The administra-
tion of the felegraph attests the identity of the sender”  The
charge for this certificate is 31 copecks (about 23} cents). In
case the director of the station does not know the sender of the
dispateh, his identity can be established by a passport, foreign
or local, or by some officer of a police tribunal.

L6th. The maxitnm of a single dispatch is 25 words,

17th, No dispatch can be transmitted until it has been ex-
arined by the director of the station, whose duty it is to see
that it does not eontain any objectionable maiter. When ap-
proved, it is sent.

15th. After a dispatch has been received and in transitu, if
the direet line gets out of arder, the sender is not to vav the
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extra expensa for sending the dispatch by a more eirenitons
route. '

19th. Dispatches canecelled by order of the sender, after trans.
mission and before delivery, eannot b refurned, and the fee
for eaneelling is half the tariif of the message. If cancellad
hefore transmission, the money is returned, except 15 eopecks,

20th. All messages to or from members of the imperial fami-
Iy are frea on all the lines in the empire,  On all dispatches to
be sent over foreign lines, the tarif for the forelgn service is
paid throngh the minister of the imperial honsehold.

CLASSIFIOATION AND TARIFF OF CHARGES.
~21st. Private dispatches are arranged in the following classes,

ViE

Ist Clazs not to exeeed 25 words. 4l Class from 100 &0 125 words,
o from 25k A @ Stho o W 1E5 o 1500 s
& woow Bt R s Bkh = s LA ko 200

The price of dispatohes as thus classified is as follows:
Taking a given office as a centre, describe a eirele 70 versts or
10 German geographic miles, ar abont 46 miles, English each
from the centre. 'Bfithin this circle is called the first zone,

The following are the prices arranged upon the bases of the
zanes, as prescribed by the government.  This tariff may be
changed from time to time, bat the principls will most likely
continue for all time :

Ma. Width af tha st Class. || 24 Class. || 34 Cla-s fath Claes|[5th Class.

o 55 1 50 || 60 o 100 100 to 195 195 ta 150
Fonas. Fonem. P} Words.|| Waopda, Woirrals. Werds, Woards.
I 74 a3 1, 24 1° a6 T # al 1
TI 175 1| 24 2f 48 3. 0TE & B Hy 22
ITI Als 1| BEA 5 T2 & &8 T aloE
v, 44 L 48 4] B T4 pp M JECR A
V. TRl F ] ) 20 9. 5 1 40 16| &0
vI. 445 3, 12 7o ;1 18| =A 1= an
ViL 1,285 4, A, #5 L. 17} 36 | 70
TIIL TAu0 4 B6 LI 14 &y W sl 21 B
IX 1300 & o8 1) Is 74 F |
X 2,95 al n i 18 & 24| E0 41 ah

i

224. The address and signaturs on a dispateh are not count.
e, Reven syllables is the maximnm for a word.  Execeading
that number, the fraction will count as two words.  Compound
worils with hyphens are eounted as fwo words; without the hy-
phen they are connted by syllables. Punctnation, ap =,
and gquotation marks, are free. Every separate letter, ns 17 iz
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eounted as a word.  Numbers written separately aro connted
as words; but when united, five figures are considered as a
word, and all points of punetuation, such as commas, semi-
mlnns, in the use of fignres, ete., are counted each asa ﬁgura.
Fraetions of a series of five fisnres count as a word.  The dash
in fractions (4) is connted as o ﬁgura ; thus 260} eounts as fwo
words.  In ecipher messages five figures compose a word ; if
singly, each is a word ; il together, the whale 15 divided by five
to get the number of woeds c?mrgﬂabla. When fizures and let-
ters are ran together, the whole is divided by five, as in prece-
ding case.  Prefixes to proper names count as separate words,
s am b FDII.,“ iE De’ﬂ i L'E.-_'.” i ".:fm,?! Wi DE-I'-,,” ate,

23d. The tariff on ecipher dispatches is fifty per cent. more
than the charges on ordinary m

2dth. I the sender does not pay f:nough for the transmission
of a message, by fault of the officer receving it, he cannot he
made to pay the deficit, bt the officer re.oeiving the dispatch
st pay the balunee due, in the form of a fine.  If the sender
overpays on a dispateh, the amonnt must be refunded.

2th. Inease o messaga is missent, lost, transmitted incor-
rectly, or fails to reach its destination in time, ths sender has
permission to pefition the minister of communications, within
six months, for the sum paid to be refanded.

26th. The officers of stations must report monthly te the min-
ister of communications, a full aceount of their transactions.

REGULATION OF THE CLOCKS.

27th. All the clocks on the telegraph lines are to be regula-
ted by the time in St. Petersburg. Each station is provided
with a table showing the differenee in time, Each station is
required to correct its elocl daily ; thus before § o'clock, A w,
the director of the station in His Majesty the Emperor’s palace,
in &t Petersburg, commands © attention.” At that moment the
pendulum of T:'-? clock on all the lines must be stopped, and
their hands pl at 8 precisely.  Standing in the window of
the Winter Palace ahove mentioned, the director, at 8 o'slock
exactly, presses upon the signal key of his instrament, and at
that instant the needle of the galvanometer at each station
descends to it normal state, and the elocks are set in motion,

253th, After the fixing of the time, each morning, the direc-
tors of the respective stations fransmit to the direcior at the
%a!ana, the business of the preceding day, embracing, Ist.

ispatehes transmitted ; 24, Dispatehes received : and 3d. Dis.
patehes repented £u fransitn.



