CHAPTER LWV

Tariff on Dispatehes in Amerien—"Words Chargeable and Froe—Arrangement
of Looal Tariffs—Qualifications of Employés—Protection of the Telegraph
4ucru4:}' of I}j::[Ml.r.f_!]]r_'!—I’i_'H.ll.]‘l.l.-' for _Ell‘rll.firI:_T to Transmik IJiﬁpr{tﬂh-’:ﬂ——
Patent Freanchize Inviolable—The Right of Way for Telegraphs

TARIFTY ON TELEGERAPHIC DISPATCHES.

Tue tarifl of charges on dizpatches transmitted on the tele-
graph lines in the United States and the British provinees, is
not determined by length of line, but by the expense of things
in life. Thus, in the Eastern States, a man can live much
cheaper than he can in the Southern States, Each company
adopts its own tarifl.  Sometimes the local charges are higher
than the throngh charges ; such as on messages coming from
other lines and destined for other lines ht"r'_md In the f'r.lrml_r
charges, the expense of copying, st Etmtlﬂl_}' messenger, and
registration, are items to be considered.  The latter, or through
messages, coming from and going over other lines, only re-
quire the registration of number and amonnt.  But few lines
in America ean pay any interest on its capital, out of ifs reve-
nue from Jocal husiness. Owing to this well-established faef,
every company aims for rhrult'rh business, and in the past,
nmch rivalry has been exhibited by different companies for the
business of their respective ranges or sections of eonntry.  The
lines as to ranges extend northeastward from New-York to
Halifax, Nova-Beotia.  Another range extends from New. York,
northward to Montreal and ue L'uu:‘ in Canada ; another,
norihwestward along the great Lakes, fo U li"nL]EJ:I!’ld Chieagn,
and Milwankis ; another from New. Tim'lh westward to .1"Irr.‘=-
burg, Cim}-i:maﬁ, 8t Lonig, and Leavenworth eity; another
from New-York to Washington, Charleston, Mobile to New-Or-
leans ; and another from New-Orleans, northwestward, along
the Missizsippi Valley to 8t Loms and northward.  The {ar-
iffs on these respective ranges differ.  The rates in the Eastare
the least, and in the Sonth, the highest. This difference is
caused, a8 T have said before, by the raneral expense of living,
In the East, o good operator can be e |‘n|1iu3,ﬁr] at from six hun-
dred to a thml.ﬂmi dollars per annum, In the Sonth, it is from
one thousand to filteen hundred dollars per annum, Board
ranges in the Bast, at about three dollars per weeli; in the
South, the same board would be sevan dollars per week,  The
eost of labor is in like proportion. The same may be said of
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all kinds of materials needed in the affairs of life. With a
view of further explaining this differencs in the fariffs, I will
give the charges on parts of the respective sections. From
New-York to Boston the distance is about 250 miles, and the
tariff on a message of ten words is forty cents, and for each ad-
ditional word over ten, three eents.  From New-York to Wash-
ington, about 250 miles, on a message of ten words, the tariff
is lifty cents, and five cents for each additional word, From
New-York to Pitisburg, about 350 miles, on a message of ten
words, seventy-five cents, and six eents for each additional
word.  From New-Orleans to Savannah, Georgia, abont 800
miles, on 4 message of ten words, 1 40, and seven cents for
each additional word. TFrom New-Otleans to Jackson, Missis-
sippi, about 200 miles, on a message of fen words, seveniy-
five cents, and five cents for each additional werd.  From St
Lonis to Leavenworth city, Kansas, about 360 miles, on a
message of ten words, sixty cents, and five cents for each ad-
ditional word,  From New-Orleans to Louisville, abont 950
miles, the tariff is $1 40, for a dispatch, and eighi cents for
each additional word, From Louisville, east to New-York,
about 850 miles, the tariff is 81 for a single dispateh, and six
cents for each additional word over ten.  Ride or lateral lines
oonnecting with these leading ranges, have tariffs upon the
sams scale, Bach company gets whatever tariff it charges,
excepl in some eases the rates are reduced to get business from
other routes. As a general thing, the tariffs, thronghont the
whole eountry, have been inereased within the past year, and
lines, companies, and ranges, have been consolidating their in-
terest and making each more effective for public accommoda-
tion,

The tarifl on news for the press, is a fraction less than for
ardinary messages. The newspapers have formed an associa-
tion with a gfneml agent in New-York, who has power fo ap-
point all sub-ngents throughout the country. Thiz general
agent manages the entire telegraph news department for the
Associated Press. In the transmission of news by the tele-
graph, a cipher is used, and by special contracts made with
the respective ranges of lines, the news is a very heavy
expense to the American press,  In former years the telograph
lines made a dednetion of filty per cent. on the press news,
but at the present time the companies charge about the same
for news =ent to or from the news agents as the charge
for like servico to others,  The lines and the agents generally
ng=ist each other, and reciprocity in service redounds in the
wolfare of the newspapers and the publie, whose wenl the
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ambition of all strives to promote, that ulterior good may be
shared by the meritorious.

WORDE CHARGHEADLE AND FREE.

A message thronghout the United States and British provinces
is sealed to ten words, bevond which the price for each word
is generally about twenty per ceat. less.  On the line from
Savannah to New-Orleans it is fifty per cent. less for each
added word ; from Boston to New-York, twenty-five per cent.
less 3 and from St Lonis, westward, sixteen per eent. less
The average may be considered at twenty per cant. disconnt
on all words over the first fen.  No charge is made for signa-
ture or address.  Thus, a message may be transmiited :

Trevost Hovsy, Boston, Massachusetls, Jonwary 1o, 1858,
To Joww James Doe, Eﬁq,,n.‘x'fn. a0 Williemestreat, third story, raem No,
25, New- York City. :
Purchase for me one thoneand barvels of flour, and ship te me ab New-
Orlesns, immedistely, 44, 3,
Winrias Ricnarn Rop.

The above is the form of a message nsual on the American
lines.  There are fifteen words,  According to the tariff herein
hefore given, for the first ten words the charge is 40 centa, and
the § added words three cents each, or 15 cents—total, 455
cents.  The fizores 44 means * Answer immediately by tele-

ph,* and the figures 33 means “ Answer paid here” These
res, ns stated herein belore, ave free. The word New-
Orleans, being the name of place, is counted as a componnd
word. The address and signature make 36 words, all of
which are transmitted free.  Bach figure is counted as a
worldl.  The telezraph companies in the United Btates and the
British provinees solicit partioulars as to address, and the
lioy is good. In Furope many men locate and remain a
ifetime in the same building and in the same business. Like
eases rarely odeur in America.  In the former conntry, a brief
address is sufficient, but in the latter, particulars are neces.
sary. FHxperience has tanght that it is best for the telegraph
to encourage its patrons to be fall in address, In the form
given, fifty-ome words are transmitted in one dispatch for 55
cenfs.  There is no charga for delivery. The telegraph en-
conrages explicitness in the writing of a message, and dis.
eourages the nse of eiphers formed by letters or fignres.  And
for the purposa of diseouraging laconie dispatches, the com.
panies have adopted the liberal discount in the fariff on all
words over ten In a message, It encourages the patrons to
write their dispatches full and intelligible,
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ARRANGEMENT OF LOCAL TARIFFS.

Each telegraph eompany arranges its tariff of charges, and

supplies its offices with printed schedules, which are also

transmitted to all other eompanies. The tarifl is prepared in
the following form, viz.:
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New-York...oo.oo0onnan wan 252 403 505
Philadelphia . ..., ... ... 253 25,2 40,5
Raltimore, .. ....ooiin ... 405 | 252 25.2
Wshington.. .. ..., Poans o408 | 252

Each station has a tarifl thus arranged to all other offices on
its line, aml when messages are received for stations on other
lines, by adding the two tariffs, the whele is known.,  Sunppose
a message is offered at Baltimore for Boston.  The turiffs
frorn  Baltimore to New-York, and thence over another
line to Boston, are added together, and the charge, 80 cents,
and i eents for each additional word, is the price of the message,
Baltimere recsives the S0 cents and transmits the dispateh to
New-York, where it is written out in full, and it is then,
with the 40 cenfs, delivered to the New-York and Boston
ling. Lines cccupying the same building have facilities in
matters of accounts and the transfer of messages from line to
line,  In former years, when rivalry was at ifs highest, the
companies would deliver the message and the money to the
next in course, in the same manner as the public. No ae-
commaodation, no favor of any kind, nor any association be-
tween the agents of the companies, was entertained.  Feuds
between rival esmnpanies, however, are fast passing away, and
it is to be hoped that ers long the misfortune will cease o
exist forever.

The tariff of charges on messages in the Canadas, Nova-
Seotia, Newlonndland and New-Brooswick, are established in
the same manner as upon the lines in the Unitad States, In
the provinees, where a monopoly has been enjoyed, a higher
and more remunerative tariff has been charged from the first
organization of the lines,

GUALIFICATIONS OF EMPLOYES,

There have been no fixed mles determining the gqnalifications
of persons proposing fur employment on the telegraph lines in
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America.  Each company exercises its own judgment in the
engagernent of its agents, and the general role has been, to

t the person most fitted for the anﬂe i view, Thuos, in
employing an operator for a small local station, doing but little
business, an expert in manipulation has not been considered as
necessary,  In loealities where the line may need much repair-
ing, a man best fitted for such service is selected. Al siations
where great expertness is necessary for eelerity of business, su-
periority of manipulation is regarded as of the greatest import-
ance,  With the explanations just given, it will be seen that the
gnalifications required on the American lines are bot ordinary,
and may be considered as follows, namely: o moderate En.
glish education, that is, to read, write, and cipher; and
to spell well, is the most important.  While the reader may con-
gider the education demanded by the lines in Eurepe, as too
great for the requirements of the serviee, it must be admitted
that a superior education can not be regarded as an injury
and if a sufficient corps, at moderate expense, can he em loyed,
the system will he operated nearer to a state of perfection.
Diffieulties experienced on many lines in America, originating
from the ignorance of operators, cannot take place where the
education is as vequived on the French lines. It isto he ad-
mitted at onee, that on the American lines the Fronch roles
conld not possibly be enforced, for the reasons, that the com-
pensation given will not command the talent, and the revennes
are not sutficient to justify such an enormous expenditore as
would be necessary for the engagerent of the highest order of
talent, Besides the question of econory, rmm[% mnay donbt
the actual necessity of requiring more than a suflicient educa-
tion for the positions ocenpied ; that is to say, by way of illus-
tration, a blacksmith would be benefited by a thorough knowl-
edge of chemistry, so that he ecould fathom the mysterions
ageneles in pature, concerning metals; yet this knowledge is
not indispensable, nor even neccssary, fo teach him how to
shoe a horse,

The organization of society in Europe requires, in most of
pursuite, forms, and within its rules is embraced the qualifica-
tion of candidates fur service on the telegraph. In Ameriea,
thers are no such necessities exisling. Laber, in whatever
branch, eannot. be superior to that of ansther.  This equaliza-
tion is a fandamental and eardipal virtue in American institn-
tions, The society of the respective continents, therefore, has
different elements of existencs,

Without boasting, and without the possibility of practical
contradiction, T can state that, as an average, the Amarican apa-
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rator has no superior, and he can receive and transmit a greater
number of dispatches than I have ever seen atiained, or
claimed, by the operators of other countries.  This subjeet,
however, will be discussed in another part of this work.

The qualifications, therefore, demanded of a cepdidute for
employment on the American lines, ave but few, and very sim-
ple, ¥iz., a moderate Fnglish eduvecation, honesty, energy of
charaeter, and a few months proetical service as a manipnlator.

MROTECTION OF THE TELEGRAPH,

In mostof the Ameriean states, penal laws have been adopted,
from time to time, for the peotection of telegraph lines. At
the opening of the conrts, the judge embraces the question in
the charge to the grand jury, requiring that body to indiet
every person who may ba gniH’.}-‘ of a violation of the law.
For the honor of the people, however, but few cazes have ocenr-
red requiring the exercise of the duty. In the early history of
telegraphing, the most formidable objection to overground
lines, was the liability of interruption by malicions and mis.
chievous persons, in the breaking of the lines, &e.  Experience
has proven that the peopls do more to maintain the lines in
order than to disturb them, The penal laws adopied are maore
or less severe, and it cannot be doubted, but what they have
had a salotary influence.  The laws are of the following form
and tenor, viz. :

“ Any persom or persens, who ghall intentionally and unlewfully injure
molost, or destroy, any of the lines, wires, posls, ingtruments, abubmente,
or any of the materials or property of any telegraph company, assoeintion,
or owner, or ghall by any means whatever, interrupt the working of any
line of telegraph ie the trapsmission of despatches or otherwise, shall, on
conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of o misdemeance, and he punished
by fine not less than 8500, noy more than §1.000, or imprisonment in the

penitentiary for a term not less than one year, nor mere than thres years,
o hoth, at the discretion of the court having eognizanee thereofl”

AHCRECY OF DISPATCHES,

Penal laws have been very generally adopted, to secure the
spereey of messages transmitted over felegraph lines. The
ordinary rules of the companies upon this subjeet, have been
sufficient, however, in a general sense, to proteot the public in
this respect. The following is an exiract from one of the
penal statutes, viz. :

“# Any person connected with any telegraph company in this atate,
pither as'olerk, operator, messenger, or in any other capacity, whe shall
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wilfully divalge the Mnf-untaﬁ;lt.hu patnre of the contents, of any private
communication intensted to him for tronsmission or delivery to any per-
got, other than the one to whem it is addressed, or to his arent or attor-
ney, or whi ghall refuse or neglect to transmit or deliver the same, shal
oni eonviction before any covst, he adjudged gnilty of a misdemennor,
rhall suffer imprisonment in the eounty jail in the county where such eorn-
wiction shall be had, for o term of not more than three months or shall

pay o fine not to exeeed five hundred dollars in the discretion of the
eourt.”

PFENALTY FPOR BEFUSING TO TRANSMIT DISPATOHES.

Tn most of the States, penal laws have been enacted, relative
to the transmission and reception of dispatehes, by the telegraph
companies, Any dispateh, with the money for its transmis-
sion, offered at a station, eannot he refnsed by the telegraph
company, exeapt in cases where the transmission would be in
violation of the patent rights of another company. No one can
be excluded from sending messages over any line and by any
route, that he wishes, except in the case above cited. From
one of these acts 1 extract the following, viz. :

“¥very such company, and every owner or sssociation, engaged in
tele img for the puhffc b alqucil‘y: in this State, shall receive die-
patches from and for other telegraph lines, companies and associati
and from and for any individeal ; and on payment of the usual charges
for tronsmitting dispatehes, according ko the re%‘llﬁtms of moch company,
ewner or associntion, shall transmit the same faithfully and impartiall
and in the erder in which they are received; and for every willfiI
neglect or refusal 2o to do, the mmpc:l?, owner or assoniation, as the case
may be, ehall be liable to & penalty of nob more than one bundred dol-
lars, with costs of suit, to be recovered in the name and for the benefit of
the person or persons, association or company, sending or desiving to send
snch dispatehes ™

Such enactments as the above, originated some years ago,
when one of the leading companies refosed to receive dis-
patches from or for lines holiing rival positions.  The rejecting
of these dispatches caused those in rival interest to memorial-
ize the respective legislatures for the passage of laws of the
nature as above given, The legislatures promptly passed the
necessary laws, thongh for a eombination of reasons they have
not been practically effective, owing to the patent laws of the
land, limiting their enforeement.  Upon the expiration of the
patent franchises held by the companies, then the speeial law
with its penalfy ean be enforeed. The eommon law will
guarantee the right to any one to command the fransmission
of his dispateh, equally with all others, on its presentation
with the money at any telegraph station.
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PATENT FRANCOIEE INVIOLAHLE.

I will further explain the exceplion mentioned, relative to
patent franchise, before reforred to,  Sappose A purchases the
patent monopoly to transmit all messages between the cities
Band C. The United States patent laws will proteet A in
the enjoyment of that franchize. It is the property of A, and
he has the right to use it or not, in such manner as he pleases.
Suppose D eonstructs another line, either by a more cirenitons
or direct ronte between the eities B and C, dispatches can-
not be sent over the line of D, originating from either of the
cities eited to the other, in violation of the rights parchased by
A, If the law was otherwise, a patent would be worthless,
and an inventor eould not hope for any compensation for the
toil and time devoted toward the achievement of his invention,
however grand in its consummation. Having due regard for
the exeeption given, no company can refuse to transmit a
message offered, and in sueh manner as directed by the sender.
For example, suppose a merchant in New-Orleans presents a
dispateh and the money for its transmission to any telegraph
ling, directed to o merchant in Liondon, to be mailed in New-
York, or to be sant by the Azore Atlantic telegraph route, or
by the Newfoundland and Treland Ailantic telegraph route,
or by the Greenland and Teeland Atlantie telegraph route, the
telegraph company cannob refuse to receive the message and
sand it in the manner specified apon the face of the dispateh.
Even at the present time, during the existence of the patent
franchises, the dispateh offered in New-Orleans o the example
aiven, could not be refused. In some eases companies form
an pssociation to give each other business originating on the
one, for places on the other, but no such compaect can fake
from a member of the public the right to transmit his dispatch
by any given route he may wish. In further illustration of
this common and statute law, 1 give the following dingram :

Letier A is New-Orleans, B, Cineinnati,  C, New-York,
D, London.  Fignre 1 represents the telegraph line from A to
B. Tig. 2, the telegraph line, via Boffalo to New-York, Fig.
3, the line via Pittsborg to New-York., Tig. 4, the line, via
Baltimora to New-York. Fiz. 3, the Greenland and Teeland
Atlantie felegraph voute.  Fig. 6, the Newfonndland and
Ireland Atlantie telegraph route. Fiz. 7, the direct Atlantie
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telegraph route; and fig. 8 the Azore Atlantie telegraph
ronte.  The merchant in New-Orleans ean present his dis-
patch to bhe sent to B, and thence by line 2, 3, or 4, as
he may prefer, to New-York, and thence by either 5, 6,
7, or 8, to London. Neither the company receiving the mes-
aage at New-Orleans, nor any intermel{intc COMpany, ean
change the romte from the one directed by the sender.

I have written fhat the public has the right to fransmit
messazes by snch route or routes as it prefers; provided, the
lines proposed to be employed in the transmission of the mes-
sage, by such an aet, do not violate the purchased rights of
others,  In the diagram above given, if line 3, or either of the
others, has porchased the execlusive right to transmit mes.
sages beiween B and O, originating at those and along
that route, and also all messages from points beyond Band C
respectively, destined to B and C and points beyond re-
speatively, then lines 2 and 4 would violate the rights of line
3 by the transmission of business originafing as specified, and
the line cannot be compelled to thus involve itself.  If, how.
ever, line 3 has only purchased the right to send dispatehes,
and has not the exclusive right, there will be no viclation of
the patent franchise of 3 by the sending of messages over the
lines 2 and 4, which have also fhe right by purchase, to trans-
mit dispatehes between B and Cin eommon with other lines.

In ease the route is not specified by the sender, the company
can transmit the message by such lines as may be in its partieu-
lar eamnbination. As a general rule, it may be admitied, that
every company will be glad to send the message by the route
that ean do the business the most prompt, and all combina-
tions fettering the efficient line with the inefficient, will fail
in execution, and sooner or later cease to exist,  The interest
of the line is the hetter subserved by the greatest prompiness
in the dispatch of business. By these remarks, it will he seen
that the eommon and statute laws, the interest of the fele-
araph, and the rights of the publie, harmonize one with the
other, each aiming for “the greatest good to the greatest
nurnber.”

THE RIGHT OF WAY TFOR TELEGRATHS,

"n nearly all the States laws have been passed, giving the
free right of way to any and all telegraph companies, to build
lines over the public lands and highways.  The following is
an extraet from one of these statofes :

“ Any telegraph company may eonstenct lines of clectrie telegraphs
Hpon nﬁd alo%ngl:my af tl:n:: gighﬁlru.p and publie roads, and across any of
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tha waters within the limits of this State, by the erection of necessary
fistures, including posts, plers, or abutments, for sustaining the wires of
guch lines ; proveded, the same shall be o eonstructed as not to incomn.
mode the public use of said th],;? or roads.
“If any person over whose & any telegraph line shall pass, upon
which enid posts, plers, or abubments, shall be placed, shall ¢onsider him-
solf agerieved or dsmaged thereby, it shall the duty of the eonat
eourt, within whose county such lands are, on the application of sae
persons, aud on notice to the assaciation or individual owning sueh fele-
h line, to appoint three disereet and disinterested persons as ap-
pratsers, who shall severally take an oath, before any person authorized
to adminieter oaths, faithfully snd impartially to perform the duties re-
quired of them by this aet.  And it aﬁll be the doty of said a-[:ll?minerﬂ,
or & majority of them, to muke o juet and equitable -.Epn.iml of all the
lnss or sustpined by said applioant, by reason of said lines, posts,
E‘uem or abutments, duplicates of which said appraisement shall be re-
nesd to writing, and signed by said n.]ppmiﬁerﬂ, or & majority of them ;
one copy shall be deliversd to the icant, and the other to the presi-
dent or other officers of sald association, or corporation, or owner of such
mleia;mph on demand; and in ense any damapes shall be adjndged to said
applicant, the association, or corporation, or telegraph ewner, shall pay
the amownt thereof, with eosts of eald appraizal ; said costs to be liguidated
and ascertained in said oward ; and said uppmim shall raceive for
their services two dollars for ench day thev av actoally engaged in
wmaking said appraisomart ®



